
 
          

 
Nov 20 2022 TBA  Meetings Phipps Garden Center 
Dec 11 2022 Christmas party Crowne Plasa-Pgh South 2 to 5 
Jan  15 2023 TBA 
Feb 19 2023 TBA 
March 16-19 2023 Spring OSWP Show Crowne Plasa-Pgh South

 www.oswp.org

Oct. 16, 2022 
 Leon Glicenstein Ph.D. 

speaking about Jewel Orchids  
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Looking Ahead

 
Upcoming Events

As you can see this is a very small orchid plant which 
grows in the west of the Andes, from Ecuador through 
Peru.  These small orchids grow along the tree limbs of tell 
trees among moss.  This is a micro-climate in the shade of 
this tree.  Being in the Andes there is cool climate condi-
tion.  The wind comes from the west and is always blowing.  
Because of the wind and strong sun light this causes the at-
mosphere to dry out quickly.  However, the moss and or-
ganic material on the limbs hold moisture which protects 
the plants from desiccating.   During the night the wind 
brings moisture from the Pacific meaning heavy dew or 
rain.  So, the condition is wet at night and drying all day.  
The wind is very strong to the point of trees shaking as in a 
tornado.  I don’t know the low temperatures they can take but, in the Andes, it can get quiet cold.  
If you try growing these small plants, it is suggested to grow them in terrarium conditions.

 OSWP Officers  
Co-President: Michelle and Dave Panasiuk Secretary: Kathy Collins 
Co-First Vice President: Natalie Turicik and Carolyn Bolton Treasurer:  Janet Greenberg 
Second Vice President: Katie Schuller  Mentor: Tim Choltco  
Directors: Tim Choltco, Kathy Grajcar, Dave Motak. Chuck Oldenburg, Brian Powell

 " UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES "  
OSWP meetings are held at the Phipps Garden Center on Shady Avenue and 

 are open to members, their guests and the general public. 
Program Calendar is also available at www.oswp.org 

 
HOWEVER, we are on Zoom for meetings , and those interested non members could use 

the 'contact us ' section of the website to get a Zoom invitation 

Photo by Jim Yamber



    Ex-Co-President’s Letter September 2022  
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 Hi Everyone,  

  Welcome to fall! Now is the time to start bringing in all those orchids that have been outdoors enjoying 
the sunshine.  If you attended the September meeting, you were lucky to catch Jim Yamber’s mini class 
about bringing your plants indoors pest free.  It was full of great information everyone can use and it 
couldn’t have come at a better time. Did you know each OSWP meeting features two opportunities to 
learn more about orchids? Yes, even during the Steeler games!  First is a mini class presented by one of 
our expert members and later a guest speaker either joining us in person or via zoom.  There is always 
something new to learn. If you have a suggestion for a class or just a question about orchids please let us 
know. We look forward to hearing from you. Also, don’t forget about Culture Corner at each meeting 
where one of our experienced growers will be on hand to answer any orchid related question you may 
have.  
Is it too early to think about spring? Our Spring Show that is! March 17th to 19th will be this year’s or-
chid show at the Crown Plaza Hotel. It is a great opportunity to make new friends, learn about orchids, 
and help the OSWP. What could be better? We’ll have lots of opportunities for you to get involved. So 
mark your calendars and plan to join us for the fun.  
Our next meeting will be October 16th at the Phipps Garden Center . Hope you can join us. In the mean-
time, don’t you have some watering to do?  
Michelle and Dave Panasiuk   
Co-Presidents, OSWP 

Mini-Class- October 16,2022  
“I bought this orchid, now what?” presented by Sheila Nathanson  
Please join us prior to the meeting at 1pm for a mini-class.  These half hour classes are for 
new or experienced orchid growers, and they are taught by your fellow orchid society mem-
bers.  An overall great way to learn and get to know your fellow orchidophiles.  October’s mini-
class " I bought this plant, now what?' will discuss some basics in keeping a newly acquired 
orchid happy and healthy, including the importance of proper plant identification and some 
guidance  
 
on finding accurate cultural information which is the key to knowing how to keep that new 
baby thriving!  This valuable information will be presented by Sheila Nathanson, a lifelong gar-
dening enthusiast, who became enamored with orchids about 20 years ago. She has been 
active in the OSWP since 2010. 
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September Speaker Leon Glicenstein Ph.D. 
Leon Glicenstein Ph.D. began growing orchids in 1954, and became assistant to the curator 
of orchids at the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens, then Carl Withner, from 1957 to 1960. He has 
advanced degrees in Chemistry and Horticulture, with an emphasis on plant breeding, cytol-
ogy, and cytogenetics. Working as a plant breeder for five years at Linda Vista S.A. in Costa 
Rica, he photographed, in the wild, approximately 80% of the then known orchid species of 
Costa Rica. He also found new species such as Telipogon glicensteinii, Macroclinium glicen-
steinii, Pterichis leo, Stenorrhynchos glicensteinii, and Lepanthes glicensteinii. He won the 
second American Orchid Society Dillon/Peterson Essay Contest using one of his Costa 
Rican experiences. He has photographed many of the orchids in the Northeastern United 
States, Florida, and all of the orchids in California, where he located some taxa not formerly 
known to exist there. As a respected lecturer, has given numerous conservation oriented pro-
grams both nationally and internationally, showing orchids growing in their native habitats. 
Leon has been an invited guest speaker at both the Vancouver and Miami World Orchid 
Conferences. He has published numerous articles in the American Orchid Society magazine 
[including a 10 part series on Jewel and Painted-leaf Orchids with a supplement] and some 
in the Orchid Digest. 
Leon joined Hoosier Orchid Company in September 1998. As a breeder, as well as a grower, 
of orchids at Hoosier Orchid Company Leon specialized in working with members of the 
Pleruothalidae, Zygopetalinae, Gongorinae, Angraecoid, Jewel and Painted-leaf orchids, as 
well as other groups. He has created numerous novel and new combination not before 
known, thereby extended our knowledge of generic relationships within the orchid family. 
Since the demise of Hoosier Orchid Company Leon has been consulting with other orchid 
companies on growing orchids from seed. 
 
A strong conservationist, Leon was a past chairperson of the American Orchid Societies 
Conservation Committee, and had been a member of 
this committee for decades. He represented the AOS 
at the international conservation meeting in Costa Rica 
in 2007. In 2013 Leon was elected to the position of 
"Fellow of the American Orchid Society" for "… out-
standing contributions to conservation, hybridizing, and 
the educational advancement of the Orchidaceae" 
[AOS's words], an honor given to only nine other peo-
ple since the inception of the American Orchid Society. 
 
Before coming to Hoosier Orchid Company he worked 
for an internationally known plant breeding company 
breeding crops such as Chrysanthemum, Carnation, 
Azalea and Roses. 
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Orchid Gems – Family Matters -- Holly Schrum 
By Pam Horter-Moore 
I had the pleasure of interviewing Holly Schrum lately, and discovered that we had 
something in common. We both worked for Westinghouse in the 1980s. I worked 
for Westinghouse for five years in its Jefferson City, Missouri, location, and for 
two years in Sykesville, Maryland, before returning to Pittsburgh in 1986 to com-
plete my career at the Westinghouse Nuclear Division. I know how Westinghouse 
moves talent around.  
For thirteen years, Holly worked as a software engineer at Bettis Atomic Power Laboratory, one of West-
inghouse’s better-known locations. Bettis is a government-owned research and development facility that 
was run by Westinghouse until 1998. The technology developed there was instrumental in the building of 
the first commercial atomic power plant in Shippingport, Pennsylvania, which is in my native Beaver 
County.  
Work can make some lasting connections. While employed at Bettis, she met her husband Phillip, a North 
Carolina native.  
Holly grew up in Port Vue, a small town located at the concourse of the Youghiogheny and Monongahela 
Rivers in Allegheny County. 
After graduating from South Allegheny High School, she entered the University of Pittsburgh to study 
physical therapy, but shortly after switched her major to computer science. After completing her Bachelor 
of Science degree, Holly received her Master’s in computer engineering.  
She began working for Bettis in the early 80s, and, in 1987, Holly and Phillip married and moved to Jeffer-
son Hills. When their twins Dan and Mariah were born, Holly made the decision to quit Bettis and become 
a stay-at-home mom.  
The twins are now 27 years old. Son Dan graduated from Pitt Pharmacy School and works as a clinical on-
cology pharmacist at Duke Hospital in Durham, North Carolina, and daughter Mariah graduated from 
Johns Hopkins Whiting School of Engineering and is a graduate student at Georgia Tech in Atlanta where 
she is pursuing a PhD in robotics.  
Holly’s husband Phillip is the owner of Forefront Engineering and Design, a 20-year old firm that special-
izes in mechanical, structural and electro-mechanical engineering to deliver technologies and products to 
clients such as Westinghouse. Holly helps her husband by providing the administrative complement to the 
business, while still having time to pursue her hobbies. 
She is active on the board of the Jefferson Hills Library, following a close connection that began when she 
took the twins there for story time when they were small.  
Like so many people who love orchids, Holly is an avid gardener, as her parents were. “Mom grew the 
flowers, and Dad grew the vegetables,” she says. She enjoys socializing with the neighbors, and working 
on cross-stitch in the evening while relaxing and watching television.  
Although Holly and Phillip joined the Society in March 2020, they were formerly members before their 
children were born. 
“I got my first orchid thirty years ago,” Holly says. Her mother-in-law shares her passion, growing her fa-



vorite Cattleyas, and Phalaenopsis and Oncidiums, as well, to complete her broad collection. “Of course, 
North Carolina is a better growing environment than Pittsburgh. We trade plants and advice, but she has 
more success with growing than I.” Going to the OSWP Orchid Show in March always includes pur-
chasing an orchid for her mother-in-law’s birthday in May.  
Holly’s experience as an orchid grower illustrates the joy of sharing this hobby with family. When I 
spoke with Holly, the close family ties quickly became apparent. Holly and Phillip enjoy traveling, par-
ticularly spending vacations and long weekends at the Schrum family beach house in North Carolina.  
Even though the children are grown, they come from Durham and Atlanta to join their parents, and, very 
often, their grandmother at this favorite location. “The beach house is like a second home to us,” Holly 
comments. Family vacations have created good memories through the years. The Schrums have vaca-
tioned in Alaska and Hawaii. They completed a western tour of the national parks, and have seen Europe 
together. Although Holly and Phillip are both members of OSWP, Holly is the orchidist, and Phillip is 
the technical support. It was he who installed the sprinkler system and lighting for the orchids, and set 
them on timers. Holly grows about fifty orchids in the sunroom, and also makes use of a smaller room 
where windows and LED lights provide good lighting. The orchids are aerated by overhead fans, but 
Holly is hoping to add more aeration to the environment. “One-fourth of my collection is Cattleyas, 
many of which I received from my mother-in-law,” says Holly. “I am trying my hand at slipper orchids, 
but I’m still learning. I also grow Brassia.” Holly’s collection is colorful, with yellow, purple, and or-
ange blooms. “I like a wide variety of plants. I’m attracted to exotic orchids.” At every orchid show, 
Holly finds something new and wants to try it. “I bought a mini Cattleya and a Phragmipedium at 
our last show.”  Like many OSWP members, Holly bought her bark from Roberts’ Supply. The clos-
ing of this store has her and other members looking for alternatives.  
For watering, Holly alternates between the sprinkler system and manual spraying. The orchids are cur-
rently requiring more care because of a bout with bugs and fungus.  
“Don’t be discouraged,” Holly tells new growers. “I’ve lost many plants, as have other orchid growers. 
Try different types of orchids until you find what you are really good at growing.” 
Recently, Holly has been participating in Pfun at Phipps. “I’ve participated six times since spring, thanks 
to the encouragement of Demetria Marsh. I have been repotting and am currently helping to inventory 
their collection on an Excel spreadsheet.”  
“I’ve repotted many different types of orchids, and I’ve gotten some good advice from the Society mem-

bers and 
from Gio-
vanny at 
Phipps. I’ve 
learned a lot 
through this 
experience 

continued from page 4
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Orchid Gems      Norma Raiff, Pam Horter-Moore, 
             Cristina Eyler 

Pfun                    Nancy Kline 
P-OSI                 Demetria Marsh 
Raffle                 Natalie Turicik 
Show                  Sheila Nathanson, Norma Raiff and Janet Greenberg 
Speaker              Kathleen Arria and David Springer 
Website              Jinghua Ou 

AOS                   Nancy Kline 
Culture Corner    Nancy Kline 
Facebook            Lance Cheuvront 
Garden Club/Library Liaison  Karen Gibson 
Hospitality         Carolyn Bolton 
Library               open 
Membership       Kathy Collins 
Mini-class          Tim Choltc 
Newsletter          Jim Yamber 

 Current Committees Chairs,

October, 2022  
Pfun at Phipps is repotting as well as doing the inventory of the Phipps orchid collection.  We are also 
helping as the Clean-up Crew too.   We are going to Phipps most Mondays and Thursdays from 9:30AM 
– 12:30PM.  If you don’t think you have the expertise to repot orchids, you can help with orchid green-
house clean-up.  It’s all a great learning experience for all of us. 
 
If you would like to join our Pfun/P-OSI efforts and haven’t previously signed up with us, please let us 
know at the email addresses below.  We are using at least 4 members each date, with at least one being 
a more experienced grower. 
 
(If it’s your first visit, you must stop in at the Volunteer Office with proof of vaccination and ID and sign a 
photo release.  At the moment, all of the volunteers are required to wear masks at Phipps.) 
 
Don’t miss the Fall Flower Show at Phipps:  Blooms Under the Big Top, October 8 – October 30.  
Looking forward to working and learning together and having Pfun! 
 
Nancy Kline Demetria Marsh 
nancyk412@gmail.com demetria117@gmail.com 

412-367-1556 412-848-4349  

    P-OSI_  
A joint initiative between Phipps Conservatory and  

the Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania  
to create and cultivate an orchid collection of note for  

enjoyment, education and research.



Lives and Memories: Margie Crawford, 1927-2021 
By Norma Raiff, Barbara Tisherman and Pam Horter Moore with background 
 materials contributed by Janet Greenburg 
Back when I joined the OSWP in the mid 1970’s, I was fortunate to 
meet several local members whose orchid achievements were nation-
ally recognized. This included two intensely devoted orchid growers: 
the husband-and-wife team of Margie and Don Crawford.  Margie and 
Don specialized in many unusual genera, especially those with small 
plants. Thus their plants stood out by being different, many smaller and 
more unusual from what hobbyists of the time tended to grow. Their 
plants were so beautifully grown that they frequently received flower 
quality and cultural awards from the American Orchid Society. They 
also won some awards for plants that were new to cultivation that they 
had discovered or purchased during their travels to other countries to 
search for orchids.  Amazingly, they won a total of 63 AOS awards of 
various types.  AOS awards are internationally recognized, hobby pur-
chasers avidly search them out, and the award adds to the plant’s value 
for creating hybrids. On a pragmatic note, it also meant that OSWP members were repeatedly able to view rare 
and exceptional plants and to learn about what to look for through first-hand observation at our meetings and 
shows. 
Margie Crawford (Margaret J. Crawford), passed away unexpectedly on Nov. 8, 2021 in her home in Murrysville. 
Don had preceded her in 2010. The society learned about Margie’s passing when we were informed that both the 
OSWP and Phipps Conservatory were recipients of the Crawfords’ plants, books and orchid-themed art items, the 
sale of which is specifically intended to help to underwrite each entities’ mission.  
As already noted, many of the Crawfords’ plants received AOS awards. And if you are new to orchid growing, 
this is to underscore the fact that awarded plants undergo rigorous assessment. Moreover, if your plant wins a na-
tional award, then you give it a “clone” name that remains with the plant as part of its name and distinguishes it 
from all other plants of that same species or hybrid; the specific award is also considered part of the plant’s name.  
An example of one of their early hybrids is Tolumnia Margie Crawford ‘D & M’ AM/AOS. 
According to OrchidWiz, the Crawfords registered 70 new hybrids from their own breeding.  And although they 
grew a wide variety of plants, Margie and Don were especially recognized for their breeding of what then were 
called Equitant Oncidiums, now Tolumnias.  Another favorite genus was Dendrobium, and Pleuothallids of many 
different genera and species were also always displayed in their exhibits. 
The Crawfords started growing orchids in 1966, following their first visit to an OSWP show. When interviewed 
by the Pittsburgh Press in March 19, 1981 for a feature about an upcoming show, Margie described herself as an 
“orchidholic” and talked about how she was first intrigued by becoming aware of orchids’ unique flower struc-
tures.  
Their collection eventually grew large enough to need to be accommodated in a greenhouse (as well as their 
home). Their house also reflected their orchid devotion, with rooms being filled with framed AOS awards, beauti-
ful pictures, and orchid-related decorative objects. 
They also started an orchid business which they named D. and M. Orchids. And both were active in the OSWP: 
Don served as OSWP President while Margie oversaw membership. On a culinary note, several of our members 
spontaneously recalled eating Margie’s famous peanut butter pie 
Don and Margie faithfully participated in our OSWP Shows and many others. Their exhibits were always distinc-
tive and artistically presented, utilizing three black, circular tables of different sizes and heights, making it possi-
ble for the attendees to appreciate every plant, no matter how small.  Every plant, whether orchid or non-orchid 
green plant, enhanced the composition.  At every show they won many ribbons and trophies for their plants and 
often for their exhibit. 
Margie and Don Crawford contributed greatly to our society and to “orchidholics” at large. Their plants and dis-
plays stretched our imaginations and provided an important lesson on the benefits of attending OSWP meetings 
and working on show displays.
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Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania (OSWP) 
General Meeting 
Sept. 18, 2022 

 
Meeting was held at Phipps Garden Center. Oops, Phipps forgot to unlock the doors  
and OSWP officers spent over an hour attempting to contact someone who could let  
them into the building. They were finally able to gain access at approximately 1:00 pm  
(instead of the 11:00 am that had been arranged and confirmed). 
Meeting began at approximately 1:15 pm with mini-class “Managing Pests on your  
Plants and Bringing Them Inside for the Winter” presented by Jim Yamber. 
Official call to order at approx. 1:45 pm by new co-president Michelle Panasiuk. 
New members were welcomed by Membership Chair, Kathy Collins. 
New Business: 
a. Crawford Estate Donations: Items have been moved to storage due to  
the sale of the house. OSWP will need to coordinate with Phipps to divide the items  
which include: etched crystal, awards, books, pictures and folk art. The plan is to use  
these items for raffle and silent action fundraising and to display at the Spring Show. A  
suggestion was made regarding utilizing online bidding platforms and Ebay as options  
for selling some of the items. This will be explored once the division with Phipps has  
been completed. 
b. Storage Unit - The building where the Spring Show materials are stored is  
currently for sale. Ideas for new storage options are requested as OSWP may soon  
need to relocate these items. 
c. Zoom - A volunteer is needed to handle the setup so that future meetings  
can be provided via a Zoom link. 
Jim Archer: The passing of the Phipps Garden Center long serving security guard and  
OSWP member, Jim Archer was acknowledged with a moment of silence. 
Reports: 
a. Pfun / P-OSI: Demetria Marsh provided an update on Pfun and P-OSI  
activities at Phipps. Pfun is now volunteering twice per week (instead of twice per  
month) to do orchid repotting, inventory and clean-up. OSWP volunteers are  
encouraged to participate on either Monday or Thursday. 
b. American Orchid Society: Nancy Kline provided a short review of AOS  
webinars and orchid conservation activities. (aos.org) 
c. Culture Corner: Now that OSWP is once again meeting in-person, if a  
member has a plant question, plants may be brought to the meeting (in a bag if it might  
be diseased or bug-infected) or a picture of said plant can be provided and Nancy (or  

Page 8 continued on page 9



another OSWP member) will attempt to answer plant specific questions. 
d. Newsletter: Jim Yamber discussed publication of OSWP’s newsletter,  
noting that articles are due on the 20th of the month to allow for editing and  
distribution (distribution is predominantly done by email). 
e. Orchid Gems: Norma Raiff noted that OSWP members who are willing to  
be interviewed for Orchid Gems are always appreciated. Those who volunteered at the  
new member meeting have been very available for these articles. 
f. Orchid Show: Norma spoke about the success of the 2022 show. OSWP  
did well financially and was able to recruit a number of new members. Unfortunately,  
the number of vendors who attend such shows are in decline nationwide as many  
vendors are retiring or otherwise leaving the business. Norma would like to put  
together a Strategic Planning Committee to consider options for how to deal with this  
issue. If you would like to volunteer for such a committee, please contact Norma. 
g. Website: Information re future meeting dates, speakers and location will  
be updated soon on the website. 
h. Treasurer: Janet Greenberg was not able to attend the meeting. Of  
particular note was OSWP’s two new investments: a CD at 2.02% and a 5-year  
Treasury at 9.72% 
Miscellaneous: 
A plant raffle was held. Sheila Nathanson provided a Cattleya for the raffle. If  
any OSWP member would like to donate a plant to be raffled off at a meeting, contact  
Natalie Turicik to make arrangements. 
A number of members presented orchids they had brought to the meeting for  
the purpose of Show & Tell. 
OSWP hospitality: OSWP members are encouraged to provide snacks to share  
at the monthly meetings. The Holiday party will once again be held at the Crowne  
Plaza Hotel (save the date - December 11th). More details to follow. 
The business meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:00 p.m. and was followed by  
the guest speaker, Wade Hollenbach of Wade’s Orchids who gave a presentation on  
“Orchids to Grow Your Collection On

"Thank you to Sheila Nathanson for donating the lovely Cattleya Sheila Lauterbach for 
our September meeting raffle!  We raised $67. 
 
We are looking for a plant for our October raffle. Anyone who is interested in donating 
a plant, please contact Natalie Turicik"  natalie.rozum@gmail.com
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September meeting raffle!  
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First Class Mail

The Orchid Society of Western 
Pennsylvania Inc. is a non-profit 
corporation organized to advance 
the propagation, horticulture and 

preservation of orchid species and 
hybrids through research, education 

and scientific endeavors   
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James Yamber (editor) 
380 Western Ave. 
Oakdale, Pa. 15071 
 
quail1@verizon.net

 
Upcoming 2022 speaker 

 

Oct. 16, 2022 
 Leon Glicenstein Ph.D. 

speaking about Jewel Orchids 
 

More to come for the future programs for  2022 

Orchid Society of  
Western Pennsylvania


